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mathematics to behavioral science to geol-
ogy to genetics. You’ve discovered new 
clues about the behavior of viruses, the 
workings of the human mind, and the 
shape of the universe. Many of your break-
throughs are changing entire industries, 
from airline safety to chemical production 
to computer software and networking. Your 
efforts to improve energy development and 
expand health care technology and reduce 
auto pollution are bringing the promise of 
a better future to people all around our 
globe. 

Your experiences vary widely, yet all of 
you share some common traits. As 
innovators, you heard a calling to challenge 
the status quo. You weren’t afraid to ask 
important questions. You applied rigorous 
standards to your research. I suspect some 
of you suffered some setbacks, yet you 
didn’t get discouraged. You followed where 
the evidence led. You revised your methods 
but not your ambitions. And through a life-
time of hard work, you have produced ac-
complishments that will endure beyond 
your years. 

For most of you, the journey of this day 
began when someone engaged your curi-
osity, a schoolteacher or a parent or a car-
ing adult in your community. As your inter-
est grew, you found a mentor in your field, 

a generous soul who added to your experi-
ence and raised your sights. Many of you 
have repaid that debt by devoting a part 
of your career to teaching, and I want to 
thank you for that. I appreciate the fine 
example that you have set for aspiring 
young scientists, like those from Benjamin 
Banneker High School who are with us or 
the Intel Science Talent Search folks who 
have joined us from all around our country. 
I want to welcome you all here. I appre-
ciate you witnessing this important cere-
mony. 

As you go on to greater accomplish-
ments, I hope our recipients will continue 
to foster and encourage the scientists and 
technological leaders of tomorrow. By pur-
suing your curiosity, all of you have 
achieved historic results. You bring credit 
to yourselves, to your families, and to our 
country. You have our country’s gratitude. 
You have earned our respect. 

Once again, thank you for coming to the 
White House. Congratulations for your 
awards. The military aide will read the cita-
tions, and afterwards, I hope you will join 
us in a reception—back there. [Laughter] 

Read the awards, please. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:24 a.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. 

Statement on the Nomination of Karen Hughes To Be Under Secretary of 
State for Public Diplomacy 
March 14, 2005 

Our long-term strategy to keep the peace 
is to help change the conditions that give 
rise to extremism and terror by spreading 
the universal principle of human liberty. 
This will require an aggressive effort to 
share and communicate America’s funda-
mental values while respecting the cultures 
and traditions of other nations. 

Karen Hughes has been one of my most 
trusted and closest advisers, and she has 
the experience, expertise, and judgment to 
lead this critical effort. Her return to public 
service in this important position signifies 
my personal commitment to the inter-
national diplomacy that is needed in these 
historic times. I value her counsel and 
friendship, as does Secretary Rice. 
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Remarks Following Discussions With King Abdullah II of Jordan and an 
Exchange With Reporters 
March 15, 2005 

President Bush. It’s my real pleasure to 
welcome His Majesty back to the Oval Of-
fice. Your Majesty, every time you come, 
I really enjoy our conversation. His Majesty 
leads a great country in the midst of a 
part of the world that is changing, changing 
for the better. And I want to thank His 
Majesty for his leadership, his under-
standing about the need for reform, his 
strong alliance, his clear vision that the 
world needs to jointly fight terror. And I 
really appreciate you coming. 

King Abdullah. Thank you. 
President Bush. Welcome. 
King Abdullah. I’d like to thank the 

President for welcoming me back to Wash-
ington. As always, our discussions have 
been very fruitful, to try and make the 
Middle East a better place. We had the 
chance to discuss the issues of the peace 
process, how we can move that forward, 
and obviously our commitment to regional 
reform. And as always, we’ve come away 
with some very good ideas and a decent 
way of being able to look at the future. 

President Bush. We’ll answer a couple 
of questions. Jennifer [Jennifer Loven, As-
sociated Press]. 

President’s Upcoming Meeting With the 
Maronite Patriarch of Antioch/Hizballah 

Q. Yes, sir. Thank you. The Lebanese 
Maronite Patriarch you’re meeting with to-
morrow supports integrating Hizballah into 
the political mainstream. 

President Bush. A little louder, excuse 
me. 

Q. The Lebanese Maronite Patriarch 
you’re meeting with tomorrow supports in-
tegrating Hizballah into the political main-
stream in his country. Are you willing to 
consider that kind of role for Hizballah? 

President Bush. Well, first, I look forward 
to listening to the Patriarch. It’s going to 

be a very interesting discussion. One of the 
messages I want to say is that my meeting 
with the Patriarch is in no way embracing 
any religion for Lebanon; it is a way for 
me to speak to people that believe the Leb-
anese society ought to be free. 

We view Hizballah as a terrorist organi-
zation, and I would hope that Hizballah 
would prove that they’re not by laying 
down arms and not threatening peace. One 
of our concerns The Majesty and I dis-
cussed is that Hizballah may try to derail 
the peace process between Israel and the 
Palestinians. And it’s very important that 
this peace process go forward, for the sake 
of the Palestinians, for the sake of the 
Israelis, and for the sake of all the people 
in the region. But Hizballah has been de-
clared a terrorist organization by the United 
States because of terrorist activities in the 
past. 

Peace and Progress in the Middle East 
Q. Mr. President—— 
President Bush. Yes. 
Q. ——the Arab peace initiative in Bei-

rut has defined the ground for resolving 
the Arab-Israeli conflict, which would be 
also re-articulated in the coming Algeria 
summit. What would be the role of the 
United States in the coming stage to push 
forward that initiative? And when it comes 
to reforms, how would the United States 
help the Arab world, and Jordan in par-
ticular, in pushing forward? 

President Bush. Well, I appreciate that 
question. First, let’s start with Jordan. One 
of the things we’ve done is entered into 
trade negotiations with Jordan, so that com-
merce between our countries can flow bet-
ter. It’s much easier to reform when there’s 
prosperity, when people are able to see His 
Majesty’s vision about a prosperous future. 
And I—the other way to encourage reform 
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